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Famous Portuguese
soap maker Claus
Porto’s 1887
founders were in
fact two German
immigrants, who
fled after the
First World War.

Porto’s Sao Jodo
festival is a pagan
celebration made
Catholic. The party
sees revellers
thump loved ones
with leeks: a
fertility symbol.

Affordable rooms

Favorita
The Favorita inn has
rooms bathed in

natural light, new and
vintage furnishings

and a homely vibe.
Complimentary port is
offered in the lounge
and a downstairs dining
room with garden patio
serves hearty fish and
meat dishes, tasty
soups and a delicious
apple torte.

N CEDOFEITA
MEANS
PERFECT BASE FOR
EXPLORIN

Retail

Chocolataria Equador
In 2009, graphic
designer Celestino
Fonseca and sculptor
Teresa Almeida
(pictured) decided it
was time to channel
their creative energy into
starting a confectionery
company making
mouthwatering artisanal
truffles, bonbons and
chocolate bars.

Sold in 1940s-style
wrappers, their products
are for sale in their two
Porto shops in Rua Sa
da Bandeira and Rua
das Flores. Their dark
chocolate Torrié flavour
made with a blend of
Arabica coffee beans
is not to be missed.
chocolatariaequador.com

Q&A

Fernando Santos
Owner, Galeria
Fernando Santos

How has the city’s
art scene changed?

When | opened in
Bookshop 1993 in Rua Migue!
Culture Bombarda it was a
Livrario Lello hotspots residential area; now
Opened in 1906, the over 20 galleries are
Lello bookshop itself o1 here. It was a catalyst as
can distract readers Casa das Artes design shops and hotels
browsing its 120,000 Cinema and have also begun to
titles. Its fagade hints at exhibition space appear. During the year
art nouveau but inside designed by architect galleries co-ordinate
there is a neo-gothic Eduardo Souto de to open shows on the
feel thanks to a stained- Moura and set in same day so visitors can
glass skyilight, ornate the gardens of a see many new works in
floor-to-ceiling plaster neoclassical mansion.  one go.
and a grand sweeping casadasartes.pt
staircase, which leads What do you like
to an upstairs café. 02 most about Porto?
“We carry everything Maus Habitos It's small in scale; | go
from the works of Fourth-floor restaurant ~ everywhere on foot. it's
Camdes to today's in a 1930s art deco safe and people are
Nobe! Prize-winning garage with a terrace friendly. It is attracting
authors,” says Antero that houses a mini art more visitors and
Braga, who has been gallery and is a venue creative types; cuiturally
the general manager of for live music. it's blossoming.
the shop since 1994. galeriaferandosantos.
Rua d ? 144 com
Sophisticated
dinner
Vinum
Set on a hill on the
Douro's south bank,
Vinum's dining room,

which includes a tapas
bar, is part of the 19th-
century cellar in which
producer Graham's ports
are aged In oak casks.
Patrons get great views
of downtown Porto while
they tuck into grilled
alheira sausage.
vinumatgrahams.com
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Must-visit

Ervamoira winery

A visit to the Ervamoira
winery at the furthest
edge of the Douro region,
less than 20km from the
border with Spain, is an
absolute must. Sénia
Teixeira (pictured), the
winery’s only tour guide,
picks visitors up in the
impossibly sleepy hamlet
of Muxagata, from which
it is another 8km drive
through rocky scrubland
in her hardy 4x4.

The tour takes visitors
round the vineyard -
home to 450,000 vines
-and up a steep hill for
a view back over the
estate, concluding with
a tasting of Ramos Pinto
tawny (barrel-aged) port.
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Must-try

Port Lodge at
Graham’s in Vila
Nova de Gaia
Once you've spent a few
days in the Douro Valley,
visiting quintas and
seeing how port wine
starts its life, there is only
one way to conclude
your visit. Return to
Porto by boat along the
route taken for centuries
by the barcos rabelos:
the wooden vessels
that were traditionally
used to take wine from
the vineyards to the port
cellars in the coastal city.
Across the river
estuary from Porto
is Vila Nova de Gaia,
the home of all the
large wine lodges.
Most organise wine
tastings and tours but
undoubtedly the best
one to visit is Graham's,
which is a little removed
from the rest and has
recently undergone a
€2.5m refurbishment.

Best view

Porto to Peso da Régua
The train isn't the only
way to see the Douro at
its best: you can drive
down the N108 all the
way from Porto to Peso
da Régua in the heart

of the Douro. Up until
Entre-os-Rios the views
are nothing to write
home about but the 70-
odd kilometres between
there and Régua offer
spectacular vistas down
the valiey.
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